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(An extract from a speech by Sir Henry Parkes at the Australasian Federal Conference debate 
in February 1890.)

people.

(A painting by Frederick McCubbin, entitled ‘The Pioneer’, completed in 1904.)
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(An Australian historian commenting in 2001 on Australian attitudes at the time of Federation.)

The federation of the Australian colonies was accomplished by men seized by a different kind 
of nationalism [to the outback battler]. They were urban professionals for whom Australian 
nationhood was entirely consistent with imperial loyalty … 

secured already by the colonies … White Australia was not the object of federation but rather 
an essential condition … the Commonwealth was meant to embody. Hence  Alfred Deakin’s 
insistence that 

The unity of Australia is nothing, if that does not imply a united race.  
1

declaration of racial purity as a national ideal.

ceremonies that marked the advent of the Commonwealth. They were eliminated from the art 
and literature that served the new national sentiment …

1

(A Bulletin cartoon from 1902 commenting on Edmund Barton’s vision of a ‘White Australia’).
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(An extract from the  – Volume 1 by Charles 
Bean on the character of soldiers in the Australian Imperial Force.)

hero of the Australian boy; the arts of the bush life are his ambition; his most cherished holidays 

initiative. He seldom hesitated on the brink of action … 

(A poster created by the New Settlers League in 1924.)
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(Comments by Australian historian Marilyn Lake in 1988 on the changing nature of mateship in 
the years after World War One.)

appropriation of Australian nationalism by conservatives. These processes are better understood 

profession of mateship became both an assertion of the equality of (white) men and a demand 

competition … 

desire to translate cooperative ideals into practice. The success of the conservative forces was 
1

1
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(Extracts from a speech by the Immigration Minister, Arthur Calwell, to the House of Representa-
tives in Canberra in February 1949.)

this country to our children and our children’s children in the same manner as we received it from 
our fathers and as they received it from their fathers … I respect Asiatic people … but they have 
a different culture and history … from our own.

(Photograph showing General Sir John Monash, the Australian military commander in  
World War One, leading an Anzac Parade on 25 April 1931.)



MODERN HISTORY
STAGE 3

See next page

(Adapted from contemporary educational documents outlining aspects of the development of 
Australia Day in the twentieth century as a national public holiday.)

[In the early decades of the twentieth century] support for 26 January as the national day was 

 
th anniversary of white 

th Anniversary Celebrations 
1

[Over the years which followed] the Australian Natives’ Association [continued to work] patiently 

day and to call that day Australia Day.

1

(Cartoon published in July 1939.)

For copyright reasons this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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(Extract from a report in [Melbourne] of a speech delivered in the Australian House of 
Representatives by the non-Labor Opposition Leader, John Latham, in April 1930, shortly before 
King George V agreed to the proposal by the Scullin Labor Government for the appointment of 

The proposal that the Federal Government should insist upon the appointment of an Australian 

have never possessed any real enthusiasm for the British Empire or for Great Britain … What 

(The cover page of the magazine of the Big Brother movement for the sponsorship of child mi-
grants issued in January 1929.)
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(Extract from a chapter headed ‘The common bond? Australian citizenship’ in a text published in 
2005 analysing themes and debates in Australian history’.)

the Nationality and Citizenship Act in 1948 …

 the Nationality and 

preferential treatment to the former and demanded assimilation of the latter.
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(Extract from her maiden speech in the House of Representatives by The Honourable Pauline 
Hanson Tuesday 10 September 1996, 5.15 pm.)

 
2 November, 1977. These vessels brought 259 Vietnamese refugees to Australia who were 
taken in on humanitarian grounds.)
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(Extract from a memorandum about immigration to the Secretary, Department of External Affairs, 
7 July 1954.)

present position and the attitude taken by our overseas representatives if faced with criticism.  

(A cartoon in a children’s history book published in 2010 commenting on Aboriginal rights in the 
1950s.)
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(Extract from an Australian history educational textbook published in 1994.)

footer who spends most of his time in the saddle …

 
1

1 

operated 1987–1995. Designed by Micheal Sarah, Randwick TAFE College, Sydney.)

For copyright reasons this image cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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(Extract from The Australian, 9 May 2002 entitled ‘Hot terms keep debate on the boil’, written by 
Andrew Jakubowicz.)

better if people felt their cultural beliefs were respected and that they did not have to abandon 

employment (equal opportunity) and in wider social development.

cultural diversity … productive diversity and social justice.
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(An illustration published in the USA in May 1905 shows Nicholas II, Emperor of Russia, 
clutching against his chest a doll that is wearing a crown labelled ‘Autocracy’ as he races through 
the woods in a troika1

coming out from behind the tree.) 

1 troika – a Russian vehicle drawn by three horses.

(An excerpt from a letter written by Lenin to the Central Committee, and the Petrograd and 
Moscow Committees of the Bolshevik Party, 12–14 September 1917)

must take power into their own hands …

that. 

now.

The international situation right the eve of the conclusion of a separate peace between 
the British and the Germans, is in our favour
to win. absolutely and 
unquestionably.
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(A cartoon published in the British newspaper, the , on 3 November 1944.)

 

(An excerpt from the on the Communist tactics against 
Japanese imperialism, written in December 1935.)

 

of all other 

China by Japanese imperialism. It will have a broader representation so that it may include those 

For copyright reasons this image cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document
but may be viewed at www.cartoons.ac.uk/browse/cartoon_item/anytext=Low%20on%20Chi 

na%20and%20Japan?publication=Evening Standard &page=64
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(A cartoon published in the British , in April 1948.)

(An extract from Derek McDougall, , published in 1991.)

was not always able to have its way indicates some of the limitations of atomic weapons as an 

the weapons.
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(Cartoon by an American cartoonist published on 9 November 1978 shortly after the  
Arab-Baghdad summit that followed the Camp David Agreements of September 1978.)

(Extract from a BBC News story entitled, ‘On This Day 6 October’ and headed 
)

hospital. He is believed to have died about two hours later.

The precision with which the attack was coordinated has prompted suspicions that the attackers 
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